UCSB AS Legal Resource Center

6550 Pardall Rd., Suite B (upstairs)  (805) 893-4246

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR DEALING WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT

I. If you don’t want your person, car or home searched, don’t consent. Politely be clear and firm that you do not consent to a search, as silence may be interpreted as permission. Once you have made this clear, do not obstruct the officer from performing a search. 
II. Never physically resist, run from, or verbally abuse an officer. Even if you’ve done nothing wrong or you believe the officer is doing something illegal, such behavior can get you arrested and charged with a crime.

III. Don’t try to talk your way out of trouble. 9 times out of 10, you do more harm than good. In general, if an officer has probable cause to arrest you, he will. 

IV. Understand that officers can lie to suspects for investigative purposes. This includes telling suspects that they will put in a good word with the DA if the suspect confesses, that the officer will let them go if they cooperate, or that a friend told them that the suspect was responsible.  It’s legal for them to do this. Politely exercise your 5th Amendment right to remain silent because none of these instances are likely to be the case, and you’ll likely end up damaging your defense by talking to the police. 
V. Whenever possible, have a reputable, sober witness observe all interactions with officers. When it’s just your word against the officer’s, your version will seldom prevail.

VI. Provide your name and ID if requested by an officer. In general, this is all the information you are required to provide. When stopped while driving, you must also provide registration and proof of insurance. For a DUI stop, you must also provide a chemical sample (blood, breath or urine), or face a license suspension.

VII. If stopped by an officer, never lie about your identity or provide a fake ID – it almost never works, and will usually get you charged with an additional crime. Plus, the person whose name you did use may face legal issues as a result of using their identity. 
VIII. Never post incriminating video, pictures or comments on the web. This is true even if you think you’re posting to a “private” profile. Law enforcement can use these things against you.

IX. If you’re in jail or you are charged with a crime – be careful whom you talk with about your case. Jail calls to friends and family are recorded, other inmates can inform officers,  and the police or prosecutor can question your friends and require them to testify. 

X. If you’ve got legal problems, contact the Legal Resource Center at 893-4246. It’s free and confidential. You can speak with an attorney to get legal advice and education.  
